
Houston	Cake	Club	Minutes	
Tuesday, February 26, 2019 
 
The meeting was held at Larry’s Arts and Crafts, Pasadena, Texas. This month’s demonstration 
was a last minute surprise demo, arranged by Margaux Mann, with Claudia Prati demonstrating 
her royal icing 3D techniques of painting flowers on cake. Jennifer Kim graciously agreed to 
postpone her demo for a future month. The Treasurer’s report and Minutes were passed out and 
the meeting was called to order at 11:10.  
 
Sue Blume thanked everyone for coming, introductions were made, and the sign-in book and 
refreshment list were passed around. There were 18 members in attendance and 1 guest. 
 
Claudia Prati was thanked for her beautiful demo and Margaux Mann was thanked for inviting 
Claudia to the meeting and arranging the demo. Since February is Larry’s Appreciation 
Luncheon, Sue Blume thanked everyone for bringing the food for today’s luncheon. 
 
The members read the minutes and Susan Shannon made a motion to accept the minutes, and 
JoeAnne Renteria seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 
Helen Osteen explained the Treasurer’s report and there were no questions. Pat Wiener made a 
motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented, Cindy Deen seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed. 
 
Old	Business	
 
CDE:	
 
Discussion was held on the venue for the CDE this September. Sue, Susan and Helen went to San 
Jacinto College to check out the facilities. They learned that additional funds would be required 
for police patrol, AV equipment, and more. After further discussion, the total cost of San Jacinto 
College was decided to be more than the Club wanted to spend. The $1000 rental for the Gardens 
seemed to be more reasonable and in line with what the club wanted. Following a brief 
discussion, Kathy	Brinkley	made	a	motion	to	go	back	to	the	Gardens. Susan Shannon 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
 
With further discussion on AV equipment, Susan Shannon made a motion to use	Phoenix	
Company for the CDE on September 8, and Susie Jahn seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 
There was discussion on catering and it was concluded that although Gabby’s is good, we don’t 
have to eat barbecue. Susie Jahn suggested Kelly’s, and will check into their pricing and report 
back at the March meeting. 
 
Play	Days:	
 
The Russian Piping Tips Play Day hosted by Lori Gust for March 10 was changed to March 24 due 
to Spring Break. The Play Day for February 10, which was to be hosted by Maria Vela, was 
canceled. 



 
New	Business	
 
Winnie	Day	of	Sharing:	
 
The Winnie Day of Sharing will be Sunday, March 31, 2019. 
 
Pricing	for	Claudia	Prati’s	Classes:	
 
Claudia Prati has agreed to teach each of her classes for $125 per person, with a maximum 18 
students in the Day One and Day Two classes, and a maximum 12 students in the advanced Day 
Three class. 
 
Consistent with the club’s regular pricing practices, Susan Shannon made a motion that a 
member would pay $105 per day, a member less than 6 months would pay $130 per day, and a 
non-member would pay $155 per day. There will be no discount for taking all 3 classes. Mariana 
Lopez seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 
Members wishing to take classes were asked to send an email to Helen, and Helen would send 
them a PayPal invoice. A member could also pay by check. Classes would not be listed on the 
website until members first had a chance to register. It was suggested that a deposit of $100 be 
required at registration. 
 
Charging	for	class	advertisements	on	FB/Newsletter:	
 
Discussion was held whether or not members and/or non-members should be charged for 
placing their class ads on Facebook or in the Newsletter. Discussion went both ways, and 
JoeAnne Renteria made a motion that for now, the club not charge for placing ads for classes on 
Facebook or in the Newsletter. Kathy Brinkley seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 
Lost	Backpack	
 
At the area IV Texas ICES in Conroe, a Navy Blue Backpack was lost. If someone has any idea of 
its whereabouts, please contact Sue Blume. 
 
Raffle:	
 
Sue Blume made a last call for raffle tickets. Congratulations go to so-and-so for winning the 
raffle. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:05 PM. 
 
 
 
Minutes were recorded by Margaux Mann 
 


